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subjects were in constant fear of their lives ; and that the hopes
of the disaffected had been immensely raised by the mutiny in
the British fleet. He had gone to the chapel, and after mass
addressed a congregation of 800 persons, as he believed with
some good results. A robber named Plunket, when on the point
of being shot, turned informer. c The consequent shooting of
six of the inhabitants of this neighbourhood the following day,
and the burning of a part of Moyvore, upon the information of
Plunket, completed the business. ... Of the thirty-five houses
burned, I believe at least thirty of them deserved their fate, and
the remainder being the poorest cabins in the place, compensa-
tion can easily be made to their owners. ... I will conclude
with giving joy of the restored peace and tranquillity of this part
of your district.31

Other letters were in a somewhat different strain. Lord
Mountjoy, who was a great proprietor in Tyrone, wrote that his
tenants were very prosperous, but exceedingly disaffected owing
to a chain of sub-committees extending over the estate. The
system of the United Irishmen was to get all the arms on the
estate into their hands, returning those of their friends, keeping
those of the loyalists. Lord Mountjoy had threatened to bring
in the military if the arms that had been taken were not
restored. Disaffection, he believed, in his part of the country
was at best only smothered, and he had little doubt that if a
foreign force landed and gained any success, the people would
rise to support it. At present, however, the country was
getting quieter. It was reported from Mountjoy that c the
Roman Catholics are all taking measures to leave it; I suppose
through apprehensions of the Orange boys.' ' As yet,' he says,
' I have heard no well-founded complaint of the conduct of the
military. The Cambridge Fencibles are commanded by officers
who are extremely attentive to prevent any outrage. . . . How-
ever, the fact is, that the republican spirit of the Presbyterians
does not brook well military law, which, however, has been the
real cause of the restoration of peace.'2

In the neighbourhood of Dungannonthe animosities between
Protestants and Catholics,appear to have run especially high,

1 Charles Sheridan to Lord Car-          2 Lord    Mountjoy   to     Pelham,
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